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#345 MUSEUM MASON MONTEREY PADDLE-ARM CHAIR:
UPDATE #3, REPAIR + REUPHOLSTERY

This is the third of the informal updates for Paddle-
arm #345, which is assigned to the musenm.
Following from update #2, the finish was preserved
and ready for vepair + reupholstery.

We will stay away from techwical jargon and hope
you all enjoy seeing what is happening with the
Monterey pieces entrusted to us. The narrative is
not in ovder, and not all our steps are covered.
Best, Kate ano Mitcbe“ Powell.

Owerall it is noted that Mason Bos. Uyobo[ster;g was a s[ap—basb aﬁair with many inconsistencies. The upbo[ster;g
cuts were jagged and uneven, cutting close to the margin in one area, and with 3-inches of hem in another. This

worked to our advantage in the first stage of veupholstery, which was to clean the original upholstery. One of the
edges had a lavge piece of material 6-inches long and 1 1/2-inches wide, and this was suipped to use as a test piece.

The nubby woven material tested well, but there was a wmslin backing which was originally glued to the back for
stabi[it;g, and this g[ue 0id mot test well with even the mildest of cleansers. The gfue, tended to becowme stick;g and

embed itself into the fabric, becoming stiff, no matter how long we soaked the test pieces nor the number of vinses. All

cleansers veactivated the glue in some manner.

Our test in water by itself, however, 0id not activate the glue but allowed it to fall out of the material, and [ittle color
was [ost, shonn above. We fina“;g chose to wet wash the u;obo[stem (with one exception) in deionized water.
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While the tests were Tunning, Mitchell exccavated the cus(aion, rigbt.
The oviginal spring cushion was in poor condition for use but adequate for
museum display, so all internals could be saved.

The cusbion was embedded with oirt, shown center [eft, and was carefu“;g but
tbomugb[y vacunmed under low suction with a HEPA fi[tev.

Omnce c[eaneb, Mitchell rearrangeo the internals of the origina{ cus[oion, and
added a roll of cotton to give the cushion the [oft it would have had ovigina[(;g,
shown center vigbt.

The cushion reaoy for the cleaned show cover, below:.

We also had to prepare the upholstery for cleaning. The large weave and vaw edges were frayed,
and had to be restored and secured before cleaning was possible. Due to the nature of the ragged edges and
the small se{wge available in several cases, each edge had to be hand-stitched or machine overcast.
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Shown top [eft and rigbt, the cushion show cover edges mitchell cut were hand-
stitched, and the internal hems were overcast, center top left.

The upholstery was vacuumed, vemoving the first layer of dirt, center top vight.

The cushion was soaked mu[tip[e tinmes, shown center bottom [eft, and rinsed
each time until the water came clean of dirt. Mitchell built a fovm to block the

cushyion, and the cushion was blocked around the form, center bottom right.

When the upbo[stem was tbovougwy ory, the conserved cushion was inserted
fnto the clean show over, bottom right and next page top left.
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The cushion was banb—stitcbeb, top rigbt, and reaoy) fov the chair.

The nside back and outside back were quite fva;geb, shown Vigbt.
Hanb—stitcbing Was necessary in most cases, shown center bottom
[eft, and reweaving was doe to vestore edges in some cases, shown

center bottom right. Twill tape was used to act as a bandage to hold
holes created by tacks, shown bottow left. Finished edge, bottom right.
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Outside back before cleaning, above. The vound aveas ave vust spots from the decorative nails.

Outside back during wet cleaning, center top left. When the water
van clear of oirt, the outside back was blotted in a clean towel
and blocked and pinmed to dry on a board, center top right and

center bottowt left. When dry, the piece was cleaned of dirt,
shown center bottom Vigbt. The darker color around the edges
is the original colov before bleaching from sunlight.
The same procedure was done for the inside back as well.

The welt cord edges were overcast with a Zig-zag stitch to stop the
unraveling, shown bottom, and it, too was cleaned as described above.
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Mitchell overcast the seat deck cover in ovder to
reupholster the piece, shown top left and vight.

The seat deck cover was unable to be wet cleaned due to
the origina[ [abe[s, wéicb would be destroyed with water.
Kate spot. cleaned the front edge of the piece.

The oviginal seat deck scrim is quite beautiful, saffron and
blue, shown center top right, and Mitchell needed to
preserve it, s it was fraying. He used a hewp [inen
underneath the entie seat beck, and stitched the fmyeb
edges into place, center bottom right.

The Seat Deck was ready fov Vevqabo[stem, bottom [eft.
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The frame needed the deck filler vails reinstalled, above.
For information and a comparison on the problems with the original manner in which the frame was built,
see 4 comparison on the Paddle-arm that was destined fov reuse.

The oviginaf Jute webbing was veinstalled on both the seat beck, center [eft, and also on the seat seat deck inside Back,
center vight. The oviginal burlap was reinstalled on the seat deck, bottom left, and the oviginal cotton topper placed
on top of the burlap, bottom right. Note: staples were used instead of tacks to winimize the damage to the wooo.
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The original inside back burlap topper was veinstalled, top left.
The welt cord was stapled avound the perimeter, top right.
The cleaned and conserved inside back cotton pod was veinstalled, center [eft.
Pina“:g, the cleaned and conserved origina[ inside back show cover was Veu]abo[steveb,

using new decorvative wails, as the oviginal nails could not be reused.

A similar builo-up was performed on the outside back, shown below.
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A vew dustcover was installed with tacks, shown above, and the oviginal was cleaned and veturned to the NPps.

The Paddle-arm Chair is veady for display in the Oregon Caves Museum, below.

All work is copyrighted by MPE Conservation and the NPS, 201,
No reproduction or transfer of information is allowed without prior consent by both parties.

90ofo


http://www.mpfconservation.com
http://www.mpfconservation.com

